
 

Dear Jefferson Families, 
 
Jefferson teachers continue to work with their grade level teams on increasing students’ 
depth of knowledge (DOK). They are utilizing their team data, as well as, their individual 
classroom data to drive instruction. Our current DOK averages for students answering 
Wonders ELA and Eureka Math DOK questions levels 3 and 4 correctly is up 12% in ELA 
and 21% in Math since the start of the school year!  
 
Teachers are also using i-Ready programs to identify and close student learning gaps.   
Lisa Harris, microcomputer specialist, has assisted in creating virtual versions of         
Jefferson’s “Digging into Data” classroom data walls. Teachers and students may now   
manipulate the data walls using the shovel grommets after i-Ready Diagnostic 2 
(administered Feb 1-Feb 26), as they have in years past, in order to promote student     
self-reflection and goal-setting. Moving the shovel grommet up to reflect student growth 
from Diagnostic I to 2 (even within the same profile) encourages students to take owner-
ship and reflect on their progress. Teachers will emphasize the importance of each        
student understanding their areas in need of growth, what they specifically need to work 
on and the impact of applying effort to assigned i-Ready lessons and interventions. We 
want to keep the momentum going this semester and are counting on you to partner with 
us! 
 
A few events I want to bring to your attention that will take place during the 3rd quarter: 
February 5    Wear Red for Heart Health  
February 15-19   Mid-Winter Recess 
February 23   100th Day of School 
We are also offering after-school tutoring for grades 3-6 every Monday-Thursday. This is a 
great time to build ELA and Math skills. Please contact the main office if you are interest-
ed in your child attending our after-school tutoring program. 
 
When it comes to your child’s education, every day matters. Many studies suggest that 
students with less than eight absences on average grew academically 23% more in read-
ing and 19% more in math than students with eight or more absences. Please be sure 
your child logs on to live Zoom sessions and completes their classwork daily. 
 
Thank you for all you do for JES and “Jefferson Jaguars”! Please let us know if you need 
anything! 
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We at Jefferson, are       
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we will encourage our    

students to strive to         
become kind, caring,       
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productive members of  
society. 
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Our Kindergarteners are doing a great job as we 
continue to navigate through our online     
learning!  We are working hard to learn the 
names of our letters and the sounds those 
letters make.  In doing this, we are starting to 
blend 3 letter words such as cat, mop, dip.  We 
have now learned 12 high frequency words: I, 
like, can, we, the, a, see, to, go, you, do, and.  In 
math we are working on  recognizing, counting 
and writing numbers 0-20.  We can recognize 
flat shapes such as triangle, square, rectangle, 
and circle.  We have also learned about solid 
shapes such as cubes, sphere, cone, and         
cylinder.  We are finishing up reading "Because 
of Winn-Dixie" which is part of our One School 
One Book program.  Our Kindergarten team 
would like to thank all of the parents for your 
continued support at home and with picking up 
packets containing the materials your child 
needs for our day to day learning.  

Having problems with the school issued 

chromebook or programs?  Please call      

315-368-6997 Extension 9, for tech.       

support.  There are also some useful 

chromebook tips on our Jefferson 

webpage, under Tech Support. 

 

If you have moved, please notify the main office as 

soon as possible.  To change an address in the    

system, a Proof of Address is still required 

(Landlord Statement, Lease Agreement, National 

Grid bill, etc). 



 

 

In the English Language Arts Wonders Series, 
we are studying "Unit 3: Live and Learn".       
Students are learning about our world and the 
ways people can help to take care of and       
appreciate our natural resources. In             
Mathematics, we are focusing on numbers to 
1,000 and studying 3-digit addition and         
subtraction strategies.   In Science, we are       
focusing on The States of Matter -- Solids,      
Liquids and Gases.  Please continue to             
encourage and support your child's                  
independent reading and mathematics practice 
at home.  Monitor your child's participation and          
classwork to promote academic growth and 
achievement!  

Best wishes for a Safe, Happy, Healthy New 
Year! 

First graders are working hard in our virtual 
classrooms! In ELA/Social Studies we are      
reading, predicting, learning long vowel sounds, 
high frequency words, verbs, plurals, contrac-
tions and we’re going to be comparing and con-
trasting life today with life long ago. We are also 
reviewing characters, setting and plot, plus 
much, much more! 

In writing, we have been using Writing City and 
writing in our journals. The first graders are 
starting to use a writing check list as a tool to 
help them find strengths and weaknesses in 
their writing. 

We are learning all about plant and animal 
structures in science and in math we finished 
Module 2 and started Module 3. We are     
measuring and interpreting data. 

Please have your child read to you daily and 

practice the high frequency words and basic 

math facts often. Also, please pick up packets in 

the cafeteria to supplement live instruction and 

sign up for Dojo if you haven’t done so already. 

Thank you so much for your continued support! 



 

 

Jefferson’s third graders are demonstrating the Life Skills of effort, responsibility, flexibility and problem   
solving as remote Learners!  

In ELA, we have been reading many interesting genres including folktales, historical fiction and expository 
text.  As we read, we cite text evidence to support our thinking and answers.  We are working on the        
comprehension skills of cause and effect, problem and solution, main idea/key details and sequencing.  Our 
students are utilizing the RACES Strategy (Restate, Answer, Cite Text Evidence, Explain and Summarize) and 

the STOP light organizer.  They are producing more complete and  detailed written responses, which is      

terrific!  In Math, we are working on Module 5:  Fractions as Numbers on the Number Line.  The students are 
having fun identifying, partitioning, reasoning about and comparing fractions!! 
 
Please continue to encourage your third grader to come to live meetings, complete daily classwork and work 
on memorizing multiplication facts (0-10)!  We are grateful for your continued cooperation and support! 

 

 

The students and staff at Thomas Jefferson Elementary School are wrapping up reading Because of 
Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo.   In chapter 17, Miss Franny tells Opal the story about how her great-
grandfather invented a special hard candy called “Littmus Lozenges”.  In grade 3 students were 
asked, if you could invent your own type of candy, what would it called? What would be unique 
about your candy? 

Isabella 

If I could invent my own candy it would be 
the Teddy Beary Chocolate Bar. It would be 
a huge bear that is made out of peanut 
butter on the inside and chocolate on the 
outside. It would be hand made by me and 
nicely decorated and detailed. Also, it 
would play with you. The button will be on 
the back. I would work so hard on it. I will 
make one for girls and one for boys, that 
will make it fair for the children. I got this 
idea by the gigantic bear I have. 

Adin 

My candy that I want to invent would be a Gaming 
Chocolate 3000. It would taste like a blueberry and it 
would be a chocolate bar that looks like a controller. 
It could be frozen and when you freeze it, it would 
look like a power up chocolate controller.   

Khloe 

If I could invent any type of candy, it would be the 
shape of a giraffe because those are my favorite ani-
mals! It would be called Giraffe1234. It would taste like 
bubblegum and a hint of carrots because giraffes like 
carrots and my candy. This is what would be unique 
about it. It would be pink and have a little candy hat 
that would be stuck on with candy glue or even melted 
gummy bears. It would smell like gummy bears.  That 
is what my candy would taste like and be named.  



 

 

“Happy New Year!” As fourth grade learners 

begin the new year, they will have time to     
reflect on what they have learned so far this 
year. Celebrating all the accomplishments is   
always fun. Learners will also take the             
opportunity to set learning goals to help keep 
them focused on their educational journey. 
 
In Reading, the students are being introduced 
to biographies and persuasive articles. They are 
also beginning to understand author’s point of 
view, and 1st and 3rd person point of view in 
both reading and writing. 
 
In Math, the students are learning about frac-
tions. It is important that they continue to re-
view and practice basic multiplication and divi-
sion facts, as fluency will make these concepts 
easier for your child to learn. 
 
REMINDER: Parents, please pick up teacher pre-
pared books and materials at the school to sup-
port remote learning.  Thank you for all your 
efforts and support at home. 

In Math, we are working on fractions.             
Students are adding and subtracting fractions 
and mixed numbers.   Knowing multiplication 
facts are crucial skill when learning these       
concepts.  Please encourage your children to 
practice their math facts.  Students should refer 
to their math notebook and their class notes to 
support them with math homework.    
 
In ELA, we will continue to focus on reading 
“closely” and having students use textual        
evidence to support their responses to         
questions. We encourage our students to read 
daily to improve their fluency and                  
comprehension.    Parents can help to foster 
their child’s love of reading by asking him/her to 
retell the stories they have read.  
 
The following websites may be helpful to         
reinforce skills your child may need.  Please feel 
free to visit these sites and encourage your child 
to explore these educational, interactive sites.  

 

www.ixl.com/                                                      
www.funbrain.com    
www.zearn.org                                                   
www.readtheory.org     
www.abcya.com                                                 
www.coolmathgames.com  
 

Distance Learning Tips:  
Eat breakfast before class  
Have cameras on  
Sit at a desk or table  
Have school supplies ready  
Participate during class discussions  

https://www.ixl.com/
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.zearn.org/
http://www.readtheory.org/
http://www.abcya.com/
https://www.coolmathgames.com/


 

 

6th graders are continuing to prosper with 

virtual learning. We continue to use our    

digital resources to promote positive well 

rounded learning.   

Math has taken us through percents,          

ratios and currently algebraic and numerical 

expressions. Practice, Practice, Practice those 

multiplication facts as these skills are ex-

tremely important to our students success. In 

ELA, we are sharpening our literary skills of 

making predictions, summarizing, cause and 

effect, main idea and key details with our 

stories and vocabulary each week. We con-

tinue our journey in Social Studies with An-

cient civilizations of Greece.  In Science, we 

are focusing on the agents of erosion that      

continue to change and shape our Earth's 

surface.  

Please encourage your child to be ready to 

begin their zoom classes on time, with     

cameras on, charged and ready to participate 

in our class discussions, with submitted work 

on time, and join all classes scheduled each 

day. 

Thank you for your continued support at 

home! 

The students at Jefferson School recently 

participated in a SORA Reading Contest.   

SORA is an online reading database to 

which our district subscribes.  Jefferson           

Elementary School is one of the winning 

schools in this contest thanks to our awe-

some students, their parents, and       

teachers. In library classes, we continue to 

learn to use our online resources for     

reading and research purposes. If you have 

any questions regarding our online          

resources or any log in issues, please email 

me, your school librarian, at:                  

crahme@uticaschools.org                          

Thank you for all your support and encour-

agement! 








